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ISLE  OF  FLY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Committee. 


Burman,  A.  S. 

Clarke,  Sir  W.  H. 
Clayton,  C. 

Cutlack,  W. 

Daniels,  L.  V. 
Dennis,  J H. 

Harvey,  E.  S. 

Laxon,  Al. 

Luddington,  L.  H. 
AIarrison,  A.  W.  (Dr.) 
AIerkywest,  J.  W. 


Morton,  F.  C. 

Newman,  A.  E.  T.  (Rev.) 
Pashler,  W. 

Peake,  T. 

Peatling,  H.  F.  M. 
Rickwood,  A.  S. 

Rowe,  W.  E.  H. 

Smith,  J.  E.  J. 

Walton,  S.  S.  (Rev.) 
West,  Sir  W.  W. 
Whittome,  H.  A. 


Number  22.  Quorum  5. 


For  its  Sanatorium  Benefit  Sub-Committee,  Mr.  W.  V.  Fundrey,  of  Wisbech, 
Chairman  of  the  Isle  of  Elv  Insurance  Committee,  is  a Co-opted  Member. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members  : — 

Airs.  Collins  Clayton,  Wisbech. 

Airs.  Walton,  St.  John’s  Rectory,  A'larch. 

Number  24.  Quorum  5. 


Mental  Deficiency  Committee. 

All  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  following  Co-opted  Members: — 

Airs.  Collins  Clayton,  Wisbech. 

Airs.  S.  S.  Walton,  March. 

Number  24.  Quorum  5. 


Staff. 


Count//  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
JAMES  PIXTON  WALKER,  M.D.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
John  Young,  m.b.,  ch.r.,  d.p.h. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

(a) — Council  Officials  (whole-time). 

Miss  M.  E.  Cliffe  (Whittlesey). 

Miss  G.  Hawkins  (to  June  30th,  1927),  March. 
Miss  II.  L.  Morris,  Ely. 

Miss  A.  Mort,  Chatteris. 

Miss  H.  A.  SHUTT  (from  June  22nd,  1927). 
Mrs.  E.  I).  SVORONOS,  Littleport. 

Miss  E.  T.  Taylor,  Wisbech. 

Miss  F.  N.  Udell,  March. 


(b)  — Employed  by  District 
The  Nurse  or  Nurses  at : — 

Chatteris 
Goretield 
Haddenham 
Little  Downham 


Nursing  Associations  ( part-time ) 

Manea 

March 

Outwell 

Sutton 


Home-Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the  Blind. 
J.  II.  Mackenzie,  m.a. 


Clerical  Staff. 

II.  A.  House  (Chief  Clerk). 
A.  Anness. 


LOCAL  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES. 


Urban  Districts 
and  Boroughs. 

Clerks. 

District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

1.  Ely 

A.  K.  Campbell,  Esq. 

F.  H.  M.  A.  Beckett, 
B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

2.  Chatteris 

W.  F.  Moore,  Esq.  . . 

..  R.  E.  Nix, 

B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

3.  March 

C.  Greenwood,  Esq. 

. . F.  A.  Evison, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

4.  Whittlesey 

F.  W.  English,  Esq. 

. . C.  H.  Harding, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 

5.  Wisbech 

F.  W.  Coulam,  Esq. 

Harry  Groom, 

B.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S  , L.S.A. 

Rural  Districts. 

Clerks. 

District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health. 

1.  Ely 

F.  W.  Green,  Esq.  . . 

. . C.  W.  Howe, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.T.M.,  D.P.H. 

2.  North  Witehford 

H.  P.  Sharman,  Esq. 

Cecil  E.  Stephens,  M.D. 

3.  Thorney  . . 

A.  F.  Whittome,  Esq. 

H.  Clapham, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

4.  Wisbech 

R.  W.  Faircloth,  Esq. 

..  C.  H.  Gunson, 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Port  of  Wisbech  F.  W.  Coulam,  Esq. 


G.  F.  Collins, 


Port 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  County  Health 
Report  for  1927,  this  being  my  sixth  as  your  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

It  is  an  Ordinary  Report,  and  necessarily  not  as  full  as  the  Survey 
Report  of  1925,  the  latter  type  of  Report  being  only  required  once 
in  five  years. 

The  new  offices  were  occupied  in  October.  They  comprise  a room 
for  the  County  Medical  Officer,  one  for  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  School  Dentist,  and  Visitor  to  the  Mentally  Deficient,  a 
Chief  Clerk’s  room,  an  Assistant  Clerk’s  office,  also  used  by  the 
Visitor  to  the  Blind,  a room  for  Throat-examinations,  a Dispensary, 
an  Examination  Room,  and  the  necessary  sanitary  conveniences. 
They  are  a great  improvement  on  the  old  insanitary  ex-army  hut. 

With  pleasure  do  1 record  once  again  my  appreciation  of  the 
great  help  1 receive  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the 
various  Districts,  from  my  Staff,  and  from  the  other  officials  of 
your  Council. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


July,  1928. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  P.  WALK  Ell. 
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Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely. 


The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1927,  from  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative  County,  as 
submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pursuance  of 
Section  24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were  received  as 
follows : — 


Area. 

Medical  Officer. 

Date  Received. 

Style. 

c n 

t Chatteris  . . 

. . Dr.  Nix 

. July  ‘27th,  1928 

Manuscript 

's-J 

Ely 

Dr.  Beckett 

. May  18th,  1928 

Typewritten 

c/5 

5 - 

March 

Dr.  Evison 

. August  21st,  1928 

Printed 

c3 

Jp 

Whittlesey 

Dr.  Harding  . 

. July  2nd,  1928 

Printed 

P 

V Wisbech 

Dr.  H.  Groom  . 

. May  7th,  1928 

Printed 

C/5 

-g  | 

f Ely 

Dr.  Howe 

. . July  2nd,  1928 

. . Printed 

t-i 

4J 

C/5 

North  Witchford  .. 

Dr.  Stephens 

. . July  28th,  1928 

Printed 

Q 

| Thorney 

Dr.  Glapham 

. . May  25th,  1928 

Printed 

3 1 

P3 

| Wisbech 

Dr.  Gunson 

. . July  2nd,  1928 

Printed 

Wisbech  Port 

Dr.  Collins 

. . March  ‘29th,  1928 

Manuscript 

San.  Authority 


Although  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  often  requested  that  all 
Reports  may  be  received  not  later  than  the  end  of  April,  the  custom 
is  more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  observance. 
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FIN  A N Cl  A L STA  T E M E N T. 


from  the  cost  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Salaries  of  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  2925 
Tuberculosis  (Clinics,  Sanatoria)  ... 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Venereal  Disease 
Mental  Deficiency  ... 

Welfare  of  the  Blind 
Establishment  Expenses 


Less  amount  received  from  Education 
Committee  for  School  Medical  Service 


Receipts  from  Grants,  tfcc.  - 
Tuberculosis 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare 
Venereal  Disease 
Mental  Deficiency 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 
Miscellaneous  ... 


Net  Cost  payable  from  County  Funds 


tie  of  1 

lly 

Co 

1927 

1928,  ii 

£ 

S. 

(i. 

is  2925 

14 

3629 

15 

3 

791 

11 

1 

63 

18 

2 

1082 

6 

9 

210 

19 

5 

109 

11 

6 

8813 

16 

<7 

1 

577 

14 

6 

£8236 

2 

1 

£ 

ft. 

cl. 

2654 

10 

0 

627 

19 

2 

235 

15 

0 

478 

10 

0 

78 

0 

0 

265 

1 

3 

£4339 

15 

5 

£3896 

6 

s 
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STATISTICS,  1927. 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  & water) ...  acres  238,073 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £791,618 

Reduced  Assessable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £441,476 


Product  of  a Penny  Rate  from  Rates  ...  ...  £1,839  9s.  8d. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  from  Grant  under 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1923  ...  ...  £486  6s.  4d. 


Rates  in  1927  : — General  Purposes  ...  3s.  Od. 

Education  ...  ...  Is.  8d. 


Total  ...  ...  4s.  8d. 

Population  (estim.  to  middle  of  year)  ...  ...  77,660 

( Legitimate  702 


males  749 


No.  of  Births  in  the  year 


l Illegitimate  47 


l females  699  ■ 


662 


Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Total  No.  ol  Deaths  in  the  year 

I )eath-rate  per  1,000... 

Number  dying  under  1 year  old 


i Illegitimate  37 


{ males  488  i 
i females  504  i 


1448 

18-64 

992 


i uncorrected  12-77 
i corrected  ...  10  18 


| males  53 
t females  41 


94 


Infantile  Mortality-rate  (per  1,000  Births)  ...  ...  64  91 


In  males 


70-76 


i in  legitimate  males...  72  64 
\ in  illegitimate  males  42-55 


In  females...  58  65 


i in  legitimate  females  57  40 
(in  illegitimate  females  81-08 


England  and  Wales — 

Birth-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  167 

Death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  123 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  ...  ...  ...  b9 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Populations. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  County  has  increased  from  77,070 
at  the  mid-year  1026,  to  77,660  at  the  mid-year  1927  ; of  these  77,660, 
42,770  live  in  Urban  Districts,  and  34,890  in  Rural  Districts. 


Births. 

The  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  816  (425  males  and 
391  females),  this  being  a birth-rate  of  19'07  per  thousand  of  popula- 
tion. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  births  numbered  632  (324  males  and 
308  females),  the  Rural  birth-rate  being  18-11  per  thousand. 

The  total  births  for  the  County  numbered  1,448  (749  males  and 
699  females),  a birth-rate  of  18-64  per  thousand,  the  previous  lowest 
since  the  period  of  the  Great  War  being  18-75  in  the  year  1924. 
This  compares  with  a birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  16  7 per 
thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  52,  a rate 
of  64-95  per  thousand  births,  whilst  in  the  Rural  Districts  they 
numbered  32,  or  a rate  of  50  63  per  thousand,  the  preponderance 
being  in  the  Urban  areas. 

The  diminution  of  the  number  of  births  of  illegitimate  children,  22, 
is  a noteworthy  feature  of  the  year. 


Deaths. 

The  deaths  in  1927  numbered  992  compared  with  889  in  1926. 
Of  these  992  deaths  (488  males  and  504  females),  576  occurred  in 
the  Urban  Areas,  and  416  in  the  Rural,  giving  an  uncorrected  death- 
rate  per  thousand  of  13-46  and  11 -92  respectively. 

When  corrected,  however,  by  the  factors  for  standardisation,  the 
Urban  death-rate  becomes  10  54  per  thousand,  and  the  rural  one 
9 72,  whilst  the  rate  for  the  whole  County  is  12-77  uncorrected,  or 
1018  per  thousand  when  corrected,  these  figures  comparing  with  a 
rate  of  12-3  for  England  and  Wrales. 
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The  figures  for  the  several  areas  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Area. 

Factor  for 
Correction. 

Apparent 

death-rate. 

Correc 
death -r 

Chatteris 

...  0 779 

...  9-34  ... 

7-27 

Ely  Urban 

...  0756 

...  16-94  ... 

12-81 

March... 

...  0-819 

...  11-35  ... 

9-30 

Whittlesey 

...  0-786 

15-15  ... 

11-90 

Wisbech  Borough 

...  0-790 

...  13-76  ... 

10H7 

Ely  Rural 

...  0-739 

...  1516  ... 

11-20 

North  Witchford 

...  0-792 

...  10-03  ... 

7-94 

Thorney 

...  0-996 

...  11-37  ... 

900 

Wisbech  Rural... 

...  0901 

...  9-68  ... 

8-72 

Aggregate  Isle  of  Ely 
Urban  Districts 

...  0-783 

...  13-46  ... 

10-54 

Do.  Rural  Districts 

...  0-816 

...  11-92  ... 

9-72 

Whole  Isle  of  Ely 

...  0-797 

...  12-77  ... 

10-18 

England  and  Wales 

. . . 

...  12  3 ... 

12-3 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  death-rate  in  infants,  64  91  per  thousand  is  slightly  greater 
than  last  year,  when  it  was  60  42.  But  as  these  figures  are  founded 
on  a smaller  number  of  births  in  the  current  year,  the  increase  is 
not  one  to  be  emphasised  unduly.  The  corresponding  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  69.  From  July  1st.,  1927,  all  still-births 
had  to  he  registered  by  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  in  the  county  in  1927  comprised 
one  from  Enteric  Fever,  two  from  Measles,  one  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
nine  from  Whooping  Cough,  eight  from  Diphtheria,  seventy  from 
Influenza,  and  two  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica.  These  numbers 
are  comparatively  small  except  for  those  deaths  relating  to  Influenza, 
which  caused  seventy,  the  largest  number  since  1918,  when  two 
hundred  and  seven  succumbed  to  it. 


15 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered  44  (2G  in 
males  and  18  in  females),  as  compared  with  39  in  the  previous  year. 

The  deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  4 in  number,  are  the 
lowest  on  record  in  this  County,  comparing  with  15  last  year,  and 
and  an  average  of  IG  per  annum  during  tho  preceding  14  years. 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 

Cancer  claimed  13G  deaths  in  the  year,  a number  once  previously 
equalled,  viz.,  in  1923. 

Suicide  and  other  Deaths. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  992,  thirty-one  per  cent,  were  aged 
75  vears,  or  over.  Of  these  992  deaths,  13  were  from  suicide,  10  in 
males  and  3 in  females.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  12  deaths 
from  suicide,  and  attention  was  then  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
number  was  greater  than  it  had  been  for  many  years  previously. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  violence  is  less  by  five 
than  in  192G. 

Full  details  as  to  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Tables  following : — 


County  of  Isle  of  Ely.  Causes  of  Death  in  Administrative  Areas,  1927. 


5 « 
< 6-1 

- C 

O B-1 


C'.  X O CN  O T 
t- 


O O CD  O X X 

r-  o 'N  L — r 


o n 

« . 5 r-  ’c5  o 

£ O j=  - fc  -C 

1 

F. 

504 

• H lO  CO  00  H 
■ • CN 

■X^HHODCO-rOh^ 

rH  0C  HdX  ri  t H 

Ei^p  "(5.2 

P ® 

CO 

-n 

- 

• "M  ■ -t  1CN  H 

• • 

CD  rH  O 
CM  o 

■ O D D Cl  O H H 
• Cl  ‘C  h CO  X 

•q.ioqsjA^ 

co 

t2£ 

:::::«>: 

• • CO 

• • rH 

• H CO  CD  CO  rft  - 

• 1—4  • 

28 

• • • • rH  — ■Ji  • 

•CM  • CD 

• 1— 1 rH  »o  CO  O CO  • 

•Aoiuoqj, 

CO 

r ‘ *0 

P rH 

• • • • H !N 

• rH  -d 

• • • Tjl  • • • rH 

-< 

03  1 

iH 

P ^ 

1 

i—4 

• • • • CS  T— 1 • 

• • • <N 

• • rH  rH  • • rH  rH 

D 

03 

p.lojqoiiM 

o 

P <N 

:::::*•: 

• rH  -CO 

• • ^ Ol  Ol  Cl  • 

qnoN 

o 

P lO 
^ 03 

'■MU 

Cp 

P § 

• • i—4  rH  • CO  • 

• Cl  H D 

• rH  rH  rH  Cl  CC  • 

• rH  -H 

M.  j 
100 

• rH  • t— 1 • D9  rH 

. • • H 

• Ohh 

• H 

• • tH  CO  H 00  CD  • 

qoaqsi  A\ 

TJ4 

(2® 

. • . -fl  • ^ 

• CO  rH  O 

• Cl  ^ X CO  D r4  • 

rH 

P 

<4  t- 

• iH  • CO  rH  CO  • 

• CD  • O 

•HlOOdt'XH 

rH 

•XosamiqAV 

L— 

r • CO  ; 

1^4  *0 

• • • • o • 

• CO  ■ -r 

•CKNHHlOHH 
• rH 

P o 

^ CD 

• • - • iH  CO  • 

• rH  -00 

• • Cl  t>  H Cl  [>  H 

URBAN 

• qcMtijy[ 

CD 

r • Ci 

P TJ4 

• • • • • • 

.1—4  • t— 

rH  CO  ■ Cl  H D Cl  Cl 

o 

P 00  ! 

<5  CD  1 

: : : : : : 

• CO  -CD 

• rH  CD  (D  iH  O *0  • 

Aa 

»o 

(2  2 

. . • • • 03  rH 

• CN  • fc» 

• • iH 

• rH  iO  CO  rH  CO  CO  • 

• H • 

o 

s s 

: : : : :°  : 

• fN  • CO 

• rH  CO  D9  CO  TJ*  rH 

1 •sueaq'eqo 

r * C* 

P CM 

• rH  iH  iH 

• . Cl  rjl  H d • • 

o 

P CD 

<=i  <N 

; ; ; ; : ^ : 

• CO  -CO 

• r-i  rH  t-  • rH  CN  • 

Eh 


P 

77 

7x7 

77 

P 

< 

O 


<u 


rt 


cc  tc 
09 


20  ►»  X 


s 

• 

U 

a 

J3 

> 

C/2  , 

a> 

P 

o 

ci 

(T. 

w 

o 
' sZ 

p 

X 

H 1 
-H 

X 

C/2 

P i 

o 

c3 

c 

1c 

•I) 

’Eb 

0) 

< 

O ! 

p 

p 

77 

S 

,P 

GO 

* § • 

>°  * 
* 00- r 
^ p 


ce 

,p  . 

O ' 

P' 


:*§ 


O P 
o 


2 2 TP 


• 20 
a 
2= 
u 

i~i 

O 

. s < 

■ r*  ; 


O 

CD 

r: 

_ c 

sc 

1-4 

o 

**“«  «M 

^ o 
. -*-> 
c6  cS 


w d>  N ^ 
— &45  C -S 
o o — 
o -C  3 Ji 
ce^^cn  g 

S 


S’lil 

c 

” ^ t-l 

:«o 

§"=5 


CS  O 

S'5 
a 


X , — I 

qj  - * 


a - ' 


P a 
2P^ 

s 

□ *-t 

P a> 

O rC 

_ r-'  TO  "—Z  _ W — — ■ P H3 

£hoop3GoK<m^c 


g 3 
- ® 

£ PP 


a 


O rO 

r o 


< 


i-i^CO,t*OCL'*XG50h^p:^u'3Qi>XC50 

r—l  r— i r— 1 i-H  i—1  i—1  r— 1 r—4  i— 1 t— 1 C*1 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of 
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Meteorology. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  Hon.  Anna  Jane  Peckover,  I am  again  able 
to  state  from  her  records  that  the  maximum  shade  temperature  for 
the  year  1927  was  81°  F.  on  June  16th,  and  the  minimum  shade 
temperature  18“  F.  on  December  31st.  The  lowest  day  temperature 
was  29°  F.  on  December  19th,  and  the  highest  night  temperature 
was  62°  on  August  8th. 

The  rainfall  was  as  follows: 

Inches. 


January  ...  ...  P86 

February  ...  ...  2-36 

March  ...  ...  1‘78 

April 2-12 

May  ...  ...  ...  0-69 

June  ...  ...  ...  3 -60 

July  2-52 

August  ...  ...  289 

September  ...  ...  3'20 

October  ...  ...  2-33 

November  ...  ...  2-44 

December  ...  ...  2 06 


Total  rainfall  (luring  the  year  1927,  27-75  inches. 

The  heaviest  fall  was  1 05  inches  on  July  6th,  and  there  were  199 
days  when  '01  inch  (or  more)  of  rain  tell. 
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Mental  Deficiency. 

During  the  year  continued  efforts  have  been  made  to  ascertain  and 
visit,  cases  of  Mental  Deficiency  in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 

There  still  exists  the  great  difficulty  of  finding  institutions  willing 
to  take  suitable  cases  from  this  area,  the  available  accommodation 
for  such  being  so  small. 

Should  Norfolk  purchase  Little  Plumstead  Hall  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  Mentally  Deficient  persons,  it  is  to  he  hoped  your 
Committee  will  have  an  opportunity  of  being  associated  with  such 
en  terprise. 

At  the  moment  of  writing  there  are  known  to  be  in  the  care  of  the 
Isle  of  Ely  HO  feeble-minded  persons  (41  males,  and  44  females); 
of  these,  5 males  and  11  females  are  in  residential  institutions. 

There  are  31  imbeciles  (17  males  and  14  females)  ; of  these, 
7 males  and  5 females  are  in  residential  institutions. 

Two  male  moral  imbeciles  are  iti  residential  institutions. 

Of  18  idiots  (G  males  and  12  females),  5 males  and  4 females  are 
in  institutions. 

Miss  M.  W.  Hosken,  the  Secretary  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  Voluntary 
Association  for  Mental  Welfare  was  at  work  throughout  the  year 
1927,  and  she  was  a valuable  helper  and  co-operator  in  this  work. 

An  Occupation  Centre  was  held  at  Wisbech,  but  it  came  to  an  end 
at  the  close  of  the  year  through  administrative  difficulties  of  a 
financial  nature  and  technical  character. 

Since  the  close  of  the  year  1927,  the  Voluntary  Association  above 
mentioned  has  been  disbanded,  principally  through  lack  of  interest 
in  some  of  the  local  Divisions. 
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SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  TAKEN  IN  1927. 

The  samples  taken  during  the  year  numbered  203,  of  which  24 
were  taken  formally  and  179  informally. 

Of  these  203  samples,  191  were  genuine,  and  12  adulterated. 

Of  the  adulterated  samples,  taken  informally,  a sample  of  milk 
taken  at  Wisbech  contained  1H%  added  water,  another  at  March 
contained  11|%  added  water,  whilst  a sample  taken  later  from  the 
same  vendor  formally  proved  to  be  genuine. 

A sample  of  milk  from  Upwell  taken  formally  was  5 per  cent, 
deficient  in  milk  fat.  The  vendor  was  cautioned. 

An  informal  sample  taken  at  March  was  16  per  cent,  deficient  in 
fat,  whilst  another  taken  formally  proved  to  he  10  per  cent,  deficient 
in  fat.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken,  hut  the  case  was  dismissed 

An  informal  sample  of  milk  from  Sutton  was  13  per  cent,  deficient 
in  fat,  but  a sample  taken  later  formally  proved  to  he  genuine. 

In  a formal  sample  taken  at  Leverington,  where  the  deficiency 
of  fat  wa.s  16  percent.,  a technical  difficulty  prevented  proceedings 
being  taken.  When  two  formal  samples  were  taken  subsequently, 
one  taken  apparently  without  the  use  of  a plunger,  proved  to  be  15 
per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  whilst  a sample  taken  from  a full  can 
proved  to  be  genuine. 

A sample  of  milk  from  Chatteris  taken  informally  proved  to  be  10 
per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  whilst  a further  sample  taken  formally 
proved  to  he  11  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat.  Proceedings  were  taken, 
but  the  case  was  dismissed. 

An  informal  sample  of  milk  taken  at  Ely  proved  to  be  11  percent, 
deficient  in  fats,  but  a formal  sample  taken  latei  proved  to  be 
genuine. 

An  informal  sample  of  sago  taken  at  Wisbech  proved  to  be 
tapioca. 

The  following  Table,  for  the  details  of  which  I am  again  indebted 
to  Major  Hartcup,  C.B.E.,  Chief  Constable,  shows  the  respective 
districts  from  which  samples  were  taken,  their  number  and  variety: — 
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Samples  taken 
in  1927 
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2 

1 

1 

l 
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Cocoa 
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Corn  Flour 

Cream 

i 

i 

Cream  (preserved)  . . 
Cream  of  Tartar 

i 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Egg  Powder.. 

Fish  or  Meat  Pastes 
Flour 

2 

1 

3 
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Ginger  (ground) 
Glycerine 

Groats 

i 

1 
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Jam 

2 

Lard 

1 

1 

i 

l 
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Margarine  . . 

1 

3 

l 

1 

Milk 

(i 

1 

i 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 

4 

l 

1 

Milk  (condensed)  . . 
Mustard 

Oatmeal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

. . 

Pcaflour 

1 

i 

Pepper 

Quinine 

1 

1 

1 

Rice  . . 

1 

Rice  (ground) 

Sago 

Sodium  Bicarbonate 
Sugar 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Tapioca 

Tartaric  Acid 

Tea 

Treacle 

Vinegar 

2 

1 

l 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

* * 

] 

1 

l 

Totals  . . 

21 

4 

i 

16 

3 

6 

3 

13 

2 

29 

6 

2 

2 

5 

4 

Continued  on  following  page. 
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Samples  taken 
in  1927 


Baking  Powder 
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1 
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4 
2 
1 
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7 
9 

71 

4 

7 
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3 
6 
1 
1 
2 
2 

4 
4 
1 
4 
3 
1 
<1 


203 


Totals  .. 


Milk  and  Cheam  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 

The  following  particulars  refer  to  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917,  during  the 
year  1927  : 


1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : 

(a)  (b) 

Number  of  samples  Number  in  which 

examined  for  the  presence  preservative  was  reported 

of  preservatives.  to  be  present. 

Milk  ...  71  0 


Cream  ... 


73 


0 

0 


o 


Cream  sold  as  preserved  Cream  : - 

(rt)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label 
as  to  preservatives  were  correct. 


(i.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii.)  Incorrect  statements ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Total  3 


(6)  Determinations  made  of  milk-fat  in  Cream  sold  as 
preserved  Cream  : 

(i.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  3 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements 

as  to  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in 
Article  V.  (1)  and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the 
regulations  have  not  linen  observed.  None. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have 

not  been  complied  with,  and  action  taken.  None. 


3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 
preserved  cream. — None. 

4.  Other  observations,  if  any. 

The  samples  of  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  Cream  contained 
57  and  38  per  cent,  of  milk-fat  respectively. 
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The  samples  of  Milk  taken  during  the  year  have  shown  a great 
improvement  compared  with  1926,  both  in  the  amount  of  cream  and 
of  the  non-fatty  solids. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  composition  of  the  Milk 
sold  in  the  County  during  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year: — 


Quarter  ending 

Average 

Total 

Solids. 

Average 
Solids — 
Non-fat. 

Average 

Fat. 

Average 

Specific 

Gravity 

Number  of 
Samples. 

March 

12-629 

8-867 

3-762 

1031-895 

20 

June 

11-785 

8-797 

2-987 

1032-25 

18 

September 

12-173 

8-823 

3-35 

1032-06 

16 

December  .. 

12-394 

8-586 

3-808 

1031-31 

17 

Average  for  1927  . . 

12-445 

8 769 

3 674 

*1031  77 

71 

*on  65  samples 

Average  for  previous 

years. 

1922 

12-329 

■8-745 

3-583 

1031-60 

60 

1923 

12-384 

8-725 

3-655 

1031-42 

67 

1924 

12-343 

8-563 

3-779 

1030-47 

66 

1925 

12-600 

8-780 

3-82 

1031-46 

66 

1926 

12-145 

8-622 

3-522 

1031-18 

66 

The  following  Table  compares  the  average  composition  of  the 
Milk  in  the  respective  Divisions  of  the  County  in  1927  for  the 
whole  year : — 


Area 

Average 

Total 

Solids 

Average 

Solids 

Non-fat 

Average 

Fat 

Average 

Specific 

Gravity 

No.  of 
Samples 

Ely  . . 

13-228 

8-818 

4-410 

1031-36* 

20 

March 

12-112 

8-740 

3-371 

1031-17 

32 

Wisbech 

12-181 

8-768 

3-413 

1032-19** 

19 

* on  15  samples  **  on  18  samples 


These  figures  show  an  improvement  in  the  composition  of  the  Milks 
from  Wisbech  especially,  but  also  from  Ely,  whilst  the  March  Milks 
have  not  been  equal  to  those  of  the  year  1926,  although  well  above 
the  minimum  legal  standard. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

There  are  no  untrained  women  practising  midwifery  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely.  Fourteen  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  in  the 
County  during  1927.  (The  Midwives  Roll  contained  in  March,  1926, 
the  names  of  62,680  women,  but  of  these  only  about  23  per  cent, 
are  in  practice  as  midwives). 

Twenty-five  notices  were  received  from  midwives  under  the 
Regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  as  having  sent  for 
medical  help. 

Milk  to  infants  and  nursing  mothers  was  provided  to  the  value 
of  £65  17s.  3d. 

Health  Visitors  paid  1,326  first  visits,  and  8,830  subsequent  visits 
to  children  at  their  homes  during  the  year,  3,450  of  these  latter 
ones  being  to  children  aged  from  one  to  five  years. 

The  sum  of  £5  5s.  was  incurred  in  respect  of  fees  to  medical 
practitioners  summoned  to  the  aid  of  mid  wives  in  necessitous  cases. 

Two  cases  of  difficulty  in  connection  with  parturition  were  treated 
at  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  for  a total  period  of  38  in-patient  days  at 
a cost  to  the  County  of  £11  14s. 

The  County  midwives  are  regularly  visited,  their  books,  appliances, 
and  modes  of  practice  being  carefully  investigated. 

There  is  no  County  Nursing  Association  in  the  Isle  of  Ely. 
Nurses  belonging  to  some  of  the  District  Nursing  Associations, 
however,  receive  visits  from  a Lady  Inspector  sent  by  the  Queen 
Victoria  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  apart  from  those  paid  them  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  held  at  Ely,  Chatteris,  Littleport, 
March,  Thorney,  Whittlesey,  and  Wisbech. 

Superannuation. 

No  further  step  has  been  taken  as  yet  towards  the  superannuation 
of  Local  Government  officials,  although  tempting  offers  elsewhere 
at  higher  salaries,  particularly  those  offering  the  advantages  of 
Superannuation,  still  induce  members  of  the  Staff  to  leave  your 
service  sooner  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  Dr.  Young  resigned  to  accept  a similar 
appointment  in  the  South  of  England,  and  there  have  been  other 
changes  since  then.  Tue  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee 
truly  said  in  public  recently 

“ We  shall  never  keep  our  officers  for  any  appreciable 
period,  unless  we  adopt  a superannuation  scheme.” 
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The  adoption  of  such  a scheme,  moreover,  would  be  economical  in 
its  effects,  and  the  earlier  it  is  adopted,  the  less  will  he  the 
ultimate  expense  to  the  County  Council.  The  Departmental 
Committee,  that  has  been  enquiring  into  the  matter  lias  issued 
recently  its  Report  on  the  Superannuation  of  Local  Government 
Employees  and  has  recommended  that  schemes  for  the  purpose 
should  be  made  compulsory. 

In  November,  1927,  only  2-89  per  cent,  of  Public  Officers  were 
unprovided  for,  the  Isle  of  Ely  officials  being  amongst  the  number, 
and  this  County  is  becoming  an  excellent  training  ground  for  officials 
to  go  elsewhere  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can.  Frequent  changes 
are,  economically  speaking,  a serious  annual  loss  to  this  County.  On 
February  22nd,  1928,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  reply  to  a question  asked 
in  Parliament,  stated  that  521  Authorities  had  adopted  the  Super- 
annuation Act  of  1922. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  Table,  the  record  low  number 
ol  eases  of  Venereal  Disease  noted  last  year  lias  boen  followed  by  an 
increase  of  their  number. 
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12 
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1920 

48 

26 

16 

6 
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197 

26 

5 

1921 

41 

17 

23 

1 
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19 

5 

1922 

26 

7 

10 

9 

265 

145 

3 
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1923 

29 

10 

1 

16 

2 
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21 
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1924 

19 

9 

7 

3 

280 
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15 
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1925 

40 

12 

21 

7 

293 
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6 

| 129 

1926 

12 

3 

8 

i 

278 

2 

149 

1927 

21 

4 

14 

3 

244 

89 

2 

126 

Of  those  attending  the  Centre  at  Cambridge,  the  number  ceasing 
treatment  before  it  was  ascertained  that  their  cure  was  completed 
was  more  than  last  year,  the  percentage  being  4d  compared  with  27. 

Poverty  is  no  bar  to  treatment,  inasmuch  as  rail  fares  are  given  to 
all  necessitous  cases  on  application  by  letter  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  at  bis  office  in  March. 

Laboratory  facilities  for  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  are  provided 
free  ot  cost  to  all  Isle  ol  Kly  medical  men,  and  where  practitioners 
have  the  requisite  appliances  and  skill,  arseno-benzol  compounds 
are  provided  gratuitously  for  the  purpose  of  treatment. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  too  often  repeated  that  these  diseases  ought 
not  to  exist,  and  that,  if  strict  continence  were  maintained,  these 
contagious  diseases  which  cause  such  intense  misery  and  sufferin'’' 
would  soon  he  things  of  the  past. 

As,  however,  human  nature  is  frail,  and  liable  to  err,  it  should 
become  well-known  that  where  incontinence  occurs,  if  immediate 
self-disinfection  be  adopted  by  the  injection  of  a port-wine  coloured 
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solution  of  permanganate  of  potash,  the  crystals  to  make  which  are 
procurable  of  any  druggist,  followed  by  the  application  to  the  parts 
of  a 30  per  cent,  calomel  ointment,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  the 
individual  becoming  effected  by  disease  of  a contagious  nature, 
assuming,  of  course,  that  the  erring  ones  are  not  too  much  under 
the  influence  of  drink  to  apply  these  measures  in  a reasonably 
efficient  manner,  as  is  so  often  the  case. 

It  must  not  he  forgotten  that  infected  individuals  can  transmit 
these  diseases  by  want  of  cleanliness,  and  by  kissing,  and  in  other 
ways,  to  innocent  persons. 

Six  beds  are  still  reserved  at  Addenbrooke’s  for  in-patient  treat- 
ment of  these  cases.  Unfortunately  there  was  more  call  upon  them 
for  Isle  of  Ely  cases  last  year. 


Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

During  the  past  year  the  Home  Teacher  and  Visitor  for  the  Blind 
(.1.  II.  MacKenzie,  M.A.)  who  holds  the  Home  Teacher’s  Certificate 
of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind,  continued  to  visit  the  blind 
and  partially  blind  of  the  area,  and  gave  instruction  to  suitable 
cases. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  of  the  Blind  in  the  Isle 
of  Ely  during  the  year  1927  was  70.  Of  these  32  were  males  and  38 
females,  of  ages  varying  as  follows  : — 


Males. 


0-5  5-16 

16-21 

‘21-30 

30-40 

10-50 

50-60 

60-70 

70 

Total 

4 

4 

1 

1 

5 

3 

6 

8 

32 

Females. 


5 

1 

7 

2 3 

5 

2 13 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  659,  and  the 
total  number  of  lessons  given  was  206,  these  being — Braille  43, 
Moon  40,  Basket  Making  103,  Chair  Caning  11,  Rush  Seating  9. 

There  are  at  present  three  home  workers  under  the  Home  Workers’ 
scheme.  One  of  these  is  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  willow 
agricultural  baskets,  and,  despite  the  fact  of  keen  foreign  competi- 
tion, has  been  able  to  earn  approximately  from  17s.  to  18s.  per 
week.  One  of  the  others  finds  employment  in  the  rushing  of  chairs 
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and  chair  caning.  Illness,  however,  has  recently  handicapped  this 
Worker  seriously.  The  third  Home  Workor  makes  baskets.  lie  is 
over  GO  years  of  ago,  and  can  only  earn  from  7s.  to  8s.  per  week. 

1 1 is  not  always  easy  to  find  a market  for  goods  so  made,  hut 
with  gieat  effort  the  Home  Visitor  has  been  able  to  keep  them  fairly 
well  employed.  lie  is  much  indebted  to  farmers,  ironmongers,  and 
others  who  have  kindly  given  him  orders,  and  is  grateful.  Further 
orders  are  desired. 

The  Isle  of  Ely  Blind  Aid  Society  made  the  following  grants  to 
Home  Workers:— Two  receive  7s.  Gd.  per  week,  and  one  5s.  per 
week  by  way  of  augumentation  of  wages. 

Tbe  Ministry  of  Health  will  pay  £60  in  respect  of  augumentation 
of  wages,  and  the  supply  of  material.  The  Home  Teacher  has  been 
instructing  a lad,  who,  at  the  moment,  is  on  the  point  of  securing  a 
certificate  of  Blindness  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  Regulation 
with  a view  to  placing  him  upon  the  Home  Workers’  Scheme. 

There  are  at  present  live  readers  receiving  Braille  Books  from 
the  National  Library  for  the  Blind.  There  also  was  a Moon  Reader, 
but  she  died  recently.  The  Isle  of  Ely  Blind  Aid  Society  has 
subscribed  £1  to  the  Library  for  each  reader. 

Tbe  Home  Teacher  has  found  that  the  literature  supplied  is  very 
much  appreciated.  It  has  also  been  very  useful  to  him  in  the 
instruction  of  reading  the  Braille  and  Moon  systems. 

There  are  at  present  nine  Blind  or  Partially  Blind  Children  under 
the  age  of  1G  years.  Of  these,  one  is  attending  a Council  Elemen- 
tary School  in  the  district,  four  are  mentally  deficient,  whilst  three 
are  undergoing  ophthalmic  treatment,  and  two  are  being  instructed 
by  tbe  Home  Teacher. 

The  Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind  is  giving  six  grants  of  3s. 
per  week  and  one  of  5s.  to  necessitous  cases  who  are  too  old  or 
otherwise  incapacitated  from  pursuing  any  form  of  occupation. 


Tuberculosis  Clinics. 

The  Clinics  at  Ely,  March,  and  Wisbech  continue  to  do  good 
work,  and  fill  a much-felt  want. 

The  March  Clinic  has  been  transferred  a few  feet  away  into  the 
new  annexe  to  the  County  Hall,  whilst  the  Wisbech  Clinic  had  to  be 
removed  owing  to  the  rooms  being  required  by  tbe  owner.  Eor  a 
short  time  accommodation  was  secured  in  the  old  Technical  School, 
Wisbech,  until  the  quarters  being  vacated  by  the  transference  of  the 
County  Survevor’s  Stall  to  March  could  be  renovated.  They  are 
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situated  in  Lynn  Road,  Wisbech,  opposite  the  Park  entrance,  and 
afford  hotter  sanitary  conveniences  than  did  the  premises  in  York 
Row. 

At  the  Ely  Tuberculosis  Clinic  there  were  6b  patients,  the  numbers 
attending  in  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  being  58,  46,  38,  and 
47,  making  248,  201,  143,  and  161  attendances,  or  753  attendances 
in  all. 

At  March  there  were  118  patients,  the  numbers  in  each  quarter 
being  92,  65,  55,  and  58  respectively,  making  277,  195,  124,  and  128, 
or  720  attendances  in  all. 

At  Wisbech  there  were  were  91  patients,  the  numbers  attending 
in  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year  being  70,  52,  38,  and  42, 
making  259,  226,  153,  and  199,  or  837  attendances  in  all. 

At  your  County  Clinics,  therefore,  274  cases  of  Consumption,  or 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  or  suspected  Tuberculosis,  attended  for 
consultation  or  treatment,  making  2,314  attendances,  an  average 
weekly  attendance  of  44  patients. 

Two  cases  were  treated  with  Finsen  Light  and  Artificial  Sun- 
light Treatment  for  Lupus  at  the  London  Hospital,  making  243 
attendances  as  out-patients  at  that  Hospital  during  the  year. 


Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1927  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912 

Previous  years  also  given  hr  coinparis<  11. 
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Home  Visiting. 

There  were  I 1 consultations  with  medical  men  at  the  homes  of 
patients  with  Tuberculosis,  and  89  by  letter  or  telephone,  and  164 
visits  were  paid  by  your  County  Medical  Officer  to  such  cases. 

Health  Visitors  made  1,004  visits  to  their  homes.  All  the  35 
shelters  have  been  in  use  ; they  prove  of  great  value,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  them  in  good  condition,  by  repairing  them 
when  required. 

Beds  at  Sanatoria. 

The  Council  reserves  one  female  and  four  male  beds  at  the 
Borough  Sanatorium,  Ipswich  ; during  the  year  50  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis were  sent  to  Hospital  or  to  Sanatoria,  making,  with  20  cases 
already  in  Institutions  on  January  1st,  1927,  a total  of  70  residential 
cases,  of  whom  45  were  males  and  25  females.  At  the  close  of  the 
year,  22  cases  (16  males  and  6 females)  still  remained  in  Institutions. 

Beds  are  not  reserved  elsewhere,  hut  are  taken  as  required  in 
localities  appropriate  to  the  patient’s  needs. 

At  Ipswich,  22  males  and  11  females  were  treated,  totalling  5,165 
in-patient  days. 

At  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Home  at  Alton,  a male  surgical  case 
remained  throughout  the  whole  year. 

To  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  6 male  and  6 female 
surgical  cases  were  sent,  totalling  390  in-patient  days. 

To  the  Papworth  Colony,  Cambridge,  3 males  were  sent, 
totalling  358  in-patient  days. 

To  Preston  Hall  Colony,  Maidstone,  1 male  was  sent,  totalling 
81  days. 

To  Kelling,  Holt,  a male  was  sent,  totalling  171  days. 

To  the  Children’s  Sanatorium,  Holt,  a female  was  sent  for  207 
in-patient  days. 

To  the  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate,  4 male  and  2 
female  surgical  cases  were  sent,  totalling  1,398  in-patient 
days. 

To  the  Everstield  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  2 males  were 
sent,  totalling  365  days. 

To  Wyton  Sanatorium,  5 males  and  5 females,  all  children,  were 
sent,  totalling  856  in-patient  days, 

The  total  stay  of  these  70  patients  amounted  to  9,356  in-patient 
days,  an  average  stay  of  133  days  per  case,  compared  with  49  males 
and  30  females  in  1926,  with  an  average  stay  of  117  days  per 
in-patient. 

Extra  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  and  eggs  were  provided  to 
Tuberculous  persons  to  the  value  of  £62  8s.  8d.,  compared  with 
£65  12s.  6d.  in  the  previous  year. 

Bacteriological  Work. 

82  specimens  of  Sputum  were  examined,  11  being  found  positive 
and  71  negative. 
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Infectious  1 > i sense's  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts 
for  the  Year  ending  10:27. 


1 disease 


Urban  Districts. 


o 


Small  1’ox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Cholera 
Plague 
Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Cerehro  Spinal 
Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Pulmonary 

( b ) Other 

(c)  Total 
Chjcken  Pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

Other  Diseases 

(а)  Pneumonia 

(б)  Encephalitis 
Lethargica. . 

(c)  Puerperal 
Pyrexia . . 
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NOTES  FROM  THE  DISTRICT  REPORTS. 

1.— URBAN. 


Chatteris  Urban  District. 

Area,  13,719  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £24/276. 

1927  Statistics  : — Birth-rate,  19-2.  Death-rate  (uncorrected),  9-34. 
Death-rate  (corrected),  7'27.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  404  per  1,000 
births.  Illegitimacy-rate  per  1,000  births,  60  6. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  5,138 

The  supply  of  Marham  water  was  very  unsatisfactory,  especially 
regarding  the  frequent  spells  of  low  pressure,  this  being  inconvenient, 
and  possibly  even  dangerous  to  the  Public  Health  of  the  town. 

With  a liability  to  outbreaks  of  Smallpox,  it  is  impossible  to 
provide  adequate  hospital  accommodation  for  them  should  an  out- 
break occur,  and  if  a case  occurred  it  would  need  to  be  treated  in 
the  patient’s  own  home.  There  is  a Smallpox  Hospital  of  four 
beds,  but  in  the  absence  of  a reliable  staff  it  could  not  lie  properly 
utilised. 

No  certified  midwife  practises  in  the  area. 

38  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  occupied,  and  a scheme  for 
16  others  has  been  under  consideration,  these  latter  to  be  of  a 
smaller  type. 


Ely  Urban  District. 

Area,  16,742  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £48,129. 

1927  Statistics: — Birth-rate,  17  6.  Death-rate,  1 6 94  (un corrected). 
Death-rate  (corrected),  12-81.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  75T  per 
1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  601  per  1,000  births. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  7,554 

In  the  Poor  Law  Union,  Influenza  was  very  severe  in  January 
and  February,  and  9 deaths  were  due  to  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 
in  the  early  part  ot  the  year. 


The  Water  Supply  for  Fly,  Stuntnev,  Adelaide,  and  Prickwillow 
comes  from  Isleham,  12  miles  from  Fly. 

The  Rivers  Ouse  and  Lark  are  polluted  by  sewage  and  ellluent 
from  Beet  Sugar  Factories  at  Fly  and  Bury  St.  Fdmund’s. 

36  new  houses  in  St.  John’s  Road  have  been  connected  with  the 
sewers. 

44  premises  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926,  23  Dairies,  and  there  are  25  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk,  and  39 
Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk,  one  ol 
whom  possesses  a Licence  for  the  sale  of  Grade  A Milk. 


March  Urban  District. 

Area,  19,777  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £54,615. 

1927  Statistics  : -Birth-rate,  19  7.  Death-rate,  1 P35  (uncorrected). 
Death-rate,  9'3U  (corrected).  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  54  T per  1,000 
births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  68-8  per  1,000  births. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  10,300 

Alore  than  half  the  deaths  were  in  people  over  65  years  of  age. 
Cancer  has  caused  13  deaths,  but  before  prevention  can  be  brought 
about,  its  exact  cause  must  be  discovered.  This  is  not  yet  possible. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  ever-increasing  number  of  street 
accidents  and  the  need  of  a local  hospital.  Such  seems  likely  to  be 
provided  soon,  in  co-operation  with  the  Committee  governing  the 
local  Nurses’  Home. 

With  fourteen  illegitimate  births  it  is  suggested  that  another 
problem  soon  to  bo  faced  will  be  the  making  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers. 

A motor  ambulance  is  always  in  commission  for  accidents  and 
non-infectious  cases  at  a charge  of  6d.  per  mile. 

An  effort  was  made,  without  effective  results,  to  get  the  Wisbech 
Waterworks  Company  to  extend  their  mains  in  Burrowmoor  Road. 

A small  independent  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  Council’s  Fast- 
wood  Avenue  Housing  Estate  has  been  established  with  a covered 
underground  liquefying  tank  of  60,000  gallons  capacity,  divided  into 
two  equal  sized  chambers.  The  sewage  is  untreated,  the  effluent, 
after  passing  a series  of  scum  boards  and  weirs,  passing  into  the 
Upwell  Road  sewer,  which  then  discharges  into  the  River  None 
near  the  Town  Bridge. 


40 


A fall  of  1 in  300  was  given  to  the  sewers,  the  variation  between 
the  inlet  and  outlet  levels  of  the  liquefying  tanks  being  only  six 
inches.  At  one  point  it  was  necessary  to  carry  the  sewer  across  a 
large  pond  ; this  was  done  by  constructing  a re-inforced  concrete 
raft,  supported  by  a 9 in.  x 9 in.  re-inforced  concrete  piles. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  a proper  system  of  sewers  and  sewage 
disposal  the  matter  of  wholesale  conversion  from  the  conservancy 
to  a water-carriage  system  has  not  received  attention. 

There  are  51  Dairies,  22  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk,  and  49  Cow- 
keepers,  Dairymen,  and  wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk.  There  are  7 
Registered  and  4 Licensed  Slaughter-houses. 


Whittlesey  Urban  District. 

Area,  26,199  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £55,446 

1927  Statistics: — Birth-rate,  2L7.  Death-rate,  15T  (uncorrected). 
Death-rate  (corrected),  11  9.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  62T  per  1,000 
births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  50  8 per  1,000  births. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  7,788 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Diphtheria.  Antidiphtheritic  serum  is 
freely  used  in  all  cases,  and  may  be  obtained  at  the  Council  Office. 

Vaccination  is  performed  in  about  one  case  in  nine  births. 

The  building  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  ought  to  be  proceeded  with 
at  once.  Other  requirements  are  a good  Water  Supply  and  a 
Sewage  Scheme.  Since  the  Urban  District  was  enlarged  the  streets 
have  been  lit  by  electricity.  Paths  have  been  improved,  and  there 
has  been  improved  drainage  at  Eastrea. 


Wisbech  Municipal  Borough. 

Area,  6,477  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £66,203. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  11,990 

1927  Statistics: — Birth-rate,  17'0.  Death-rate  (uncorrected),  13-76. 
Corrected  Death-rate,  10  87.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  117-6  per  1,000 
births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  73-5  per  1,000  births. 

Dr.  Harry  Groom  had  issued  his  Report  very  shortly  before  his 
death.  It  is  pleasing  to  he  able  to  record  the  devotion  he  gave  to 
his  work  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough,  and  his 
readiness  at  all  times  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Town. 
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There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  Child-birth. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  free  of  cost,  and  in  needy  cases 
Antitoxin  and  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Reports  can  lie 
obtained. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  much  utilised,  being  at  times 
crowded,  and  there  has  been  a difficulty  in  securing  suitable  Nurses, 
throwing  great  strain  on  a number  of  efficient  willing  workers. 

Tbe  Infant  Welfare  Centre  still  continues  its  great  usefulness,  a 
doctor  being  in  attendance  each  week. 

There  are  19  Factories  and  G7  Workshops  in  the  Borough. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  tenants  of  two  houses 
where  Closing  Orders  were  operative,  for  failing  to  quit  the  houses 
after  due  notice  had  been  given,  and  an  Order  for  Possession  was 
given  in  each  case. 

The  owner  of  another  bouse  where  a Closing  Order  had  become 
operative  was  proceeded  against  for  permitting  the  house  to  become 
occupied  again,  and  was  fined  £3. 

Overcrowding  is  becoming  less. 

Two  and  three-quarter  tons  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  the  owners,  condemned  as  unfit,  and  destroyed. 

The  three  Common  Lodging  Houses  accommodate  GO  male  lodgers, 
and  women  are  unprovided  for,  whilst  the  state  of  cleanliness  of 
these  Lodging  Houses  is  not  helped  by  their  structural  condition. 

Clerical  work,  owing  to  added  legislation,  takes  up  much  time 
that  could  be  spent  to  better  advantage  in  outside  inspection. 
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II.— RURAL. 


Ely  Rural  District. 

Area,  03,999  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £09,984. 

1927  Statistics: — Birth-rate,  18-52.  Death-rate  (uncorrected),  15-10 
Death-rate  (corrected),  11-20.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  53-4  per  1,000 
births.  Illegitimacy-rate,  per  1,000  births,  49  3. 

Estimated  mid-year  population  ...  ...  13,120 

Agriculture  still  being  depressed,  the  workers  cannot  attain  a 
desirable  standard  of  living. 

Samples  of  sputum  and  swabs  from  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria 
are  examined  and  reported  on  free  of  charge  to  Practitioners  by  Dr. 
W.  Henwood  Harvey,  of  37,  Green  Street,  Cambridge,  and  anti- 
toxin is  issued  gratis  in  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

From  the  Council’s  Waterworks  at  Deck  Row,  Mildenhall,  a 
constant  supply  is  issued  to  1,307  dwelling  houses.  There  are  three 
standpipes  at  Littleport  and  one  at  Mepal.  Haddenham,  Wilburton, 
Stretham,  and  Thetford  are  supplied  from  the  public  wells. 

At  Wentworth  2 public  wells  have  been  bricked  over,  and  the 
supply  pipes  to  the  Aldreth  spring  have  been  caned  out. 

All  the  rivers  in  the  area  are  polluted  by  water  pumped  from 
the  fen  drains. 

Only  the  larger  villages— Littleport,  Haddenham,  Wilburton, 
Stretham,  and  Downham — are  provided  with  systems  of  sewerage. 

The  Littleport  (Town)  Schools  have  had  the  drainage  system 
re-laid  and  the  closets  converted  to  water  carriage. 

At  Mepal  School,  water  was  supplied  from  the  main. 

121  inspections  were  made  of  Dairy  Premises,  Farms,  and 
Cowsheds. 


North  Witchford  Rural  District. 

Area,  20,088  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £34,025. 

1927  Statistics  : — Estimated  mid-year  population,  5,080.  Birth- 
rate, 10-5.  Death-rate  (uncorrected),  10-03.  Death-rate  (corrected), 
7-94.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  59-5  per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy- 
rate,  47  0 per  1000  births. 
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The  Birth-rate  is  thought  to  he  much  too  low,  as  prior  to  the 
W ar  it  was  ‘26  05. 

The  Death-rate  is  oue  of  the  lowest  experienced  by  Dr.  Stephens 
during  his  33  years’  tenure  of  oflice. 

There  is  now  a District  Nurse  at  work  lor  tho  parishes  ol 
Ben  wick,  Doddmgton,  and  Wimblington.  She  resides  at  Doddington. 

Ben  wick  is  st  ill  dependent  on  rain  water  and  polluted  river  water 
for  its  supplies. 

There  is  a general  medical  opinion  that  Tuberculosis  in  children 
often  arises  from  drinking  milk  infected  with  the  Tubercle  Bacillus 
from  untested  cows,  but  no  licences  have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of 
milk  under  the  special  Designations  Order,  1923,  nor  is  there  any 
grading  or  apparatus  for  the  Pasteurising  of  milk. 

Any  meat  found  diseased  is  buried. 

There  are  8 Registered,  but  no  licensed,  Slaughter-houses. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  unnotified  persons. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Stephens  refers  to  the  termination  of  his 
appointment  at  the  year  end,  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health.  From 
a County  point  of  view  his  resignation  is  regretted,  as  he  has  always 
been  a loyal  and  conscientious  co-operator  in  any  measures  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  district  under  his  care. 


Thohney  Rural  District. 

Area,  18,959  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £17,190. 

Estimated  population,  mid-year,  1927  ...  2,550 

1927  Statistics : — Birth-rate,  19'6.  Death-rate  (uncorrected), 
11  37.  Death-rate  (corrected),  9‘00.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  80  0 
per  1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate  per  1,000  births,  40'00. 

There  was  no  unusual  amount  of  sickness  during  the  year.  The 
Peterborough  City  Council  in  1923  agreed  to  accept  ordinary  cases 
ot  Infectious  Disease  into  their  Isolation  Hospital  of  31  beds  if  they 
had  available  accommodation,  but  as  regards  Smallpox  the  terms  of 
their  agreement  provide  for  the  definite  acceptance  of  any  number  of 
ea  ses.  I he  Peterborough  Smallpox  Hospital  is  on  the  outskirts  of 
their  Sewage  Farm  in  Stanground  North,  and  contains  8 beds,  with 
room  to  extend,  if  needed.  The  General  Hospital  is  about  to  be 
moved  to  new  premises,  the  accommodation  being  increased  from  75 
to  120  beds.  In  1927  there  were  treated  801  in-patients,  and  1,203 
out-patients. 
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For  Poor  Law  purposes  Thorney  is  included  in  the  Peterborough 
area.  The  Poor  Law  Institution  has  an  Infirmary  containing  46 
beds,  with  accommodation  for  about  100  infirm  and  bedridden 
persons : also  a Children’s  Ward,  and  one  for  homeless  children. 

During  the  year  4 Throat  Swabs  and  2 specimens  of  Sputum  were 
examined. 

The  improvements  to  the  Filter  Beds  have  not  yet  been  made. 


Wisbech  Rural  District. 

Area,  46,113  acres.  Reduced  County  assessable  value,  £71,608. 

Estimated  mid-year  population,  1927  ...  14,140 

1927  Statistics  ; — Birth-rate,  18'03.  Death-rate  (uncorrected,  9'68). 
Death-rate  (corrected),  8'72.  Infantile  Mortality-rate,  47’05  per 
1,000  births.  Illegitimacy-rate  per  1,000  births,  54-9. 

Building  in  the  area  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the  increasing 
population. 

When  the  Medical  Officer  was  appointed  20  years  ago,  the 
population  was  8,600  ; to-day  it  is  over  14,000,  the  leakage  by 
migration  being  less  than  formerly. 

The  provision  of  houses  is  especially  called  for  at  Friday  Bridge, 
the  site  of  the  Parish  Field  adjoining  the  Well  End  Road  being 
suggested  as  suitable  for  such.  Houses  for  the  most  part  are 
drained  into  cesspools,  there  being  no  system  of  sewage  disposal,  and 
no  public  scavenging. 

It  is  considered  desirable  that  the  Council  should  adopt  a system 
of  yearly  registration  of  all  buildings  intended  to  be  used  for  the 
accommodation  of  fruit  pickers. 

It  is  advised  that  a building  should  be  provided  for  any  cases  of 
Smallpox  arising  in  the  area,  so  as  to  isolate  the  first  case,  a vital 
necessity  with  so  many  unvaccinated  persons  in  the  district. 

There  is  in  the  Wisbech  Borough  now  a Private  Nursing  Home 
available  for  General  and  Maternity  cases. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  County  School  Medical  Officer's  Report 
for  1927  to  the  fact  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  this  area 
had  to  cover  46,113  acres,  and  that  he  had  17  Public  Elementary 
Schools  in  his  district,  and  that  his  salary  was  only  £25  per  annum. 
This  is  much  too  low,  and  as  a consequence  the  Ministry  of 
Health  will  not  permit  the  County  Council  to  pay  their  half  of 
his  stipend,  as  is  usual  elsewhere  in  the  County. 


45 


111.— PORT. 


Wisbech  Poet  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  health  of  the  Port  has  been  good. 

The  Port  Hospital  has  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
Repairs  have  been  done  now  to  the  fabric. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  66  Inspections,  but  there  was 
nothing  special  to  report  on,  and  no  Infectious  Disease  was  found, 
nor  any  case  of  Rat  Infection. 

There  are  no  arrangements  for  the  receipt  of  wireless  messages, 
nor  would  such  be  of  any  assistance  to  the  work  of  the  Port. 

Arrangements  are  to  be  made  by  which  ships  proceeding  to 
Swedish  Ports  can,  on  request,  have  their  ship’s  company  vaccinated. 
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